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of the people and causes you love.

When you hear the word “estate” you may think of a large home 
on a rambling piece of land, something only wealthy people have. 
An estate is a person’s collection of accumulated assets like real 
estate, cars, and cash, meaning you likely have an estate of your 
own. A Will is an important legal document that tells your family 
what to do with your estate when the time comes.

Regardless of your financial means, a charitable gift included in 
your Will is the largest gift you will ever make to a cause you care 
about.

Cancer Services of Northeast Indiana is a local nonprofit 
serving people with cancer, and we treat gifts from Wills with care. 
These sizeable gifts can be added to an endowment, with the 
principal remaining intact while Cancer Services uses the income 
to advance the mission. You can earmark your gift to support a 
service close to your heart – such as making sure every person has 
a compassionate advocate walking alongside them, help paying 
for cancer-related bills, or practical things like wigs and walkers. 
Finally, your gift can be unrestricted, allowing Cancer Services to 
apply the funds to the greatest need.

Cancer Services encourages everyone to think ahead and be 
prepared by participating in the 2026 Write a Will event. Catherine 
S. Christoff, JD, Cum Laude, with Christoff & Christoff Attorneys will 
offer her expertise at no cost to you. Catherine will meet with you 
one-on-one and create a simple Will. The only requirement is you 
include a charitable gift in your Will.

While we hope you will consider making a gift to Cancer 
Services, you may give to any charitable cause close to your heart.

Please call Jessica Misserbiev at (260) 484-9560 or email 
JMisserbiev@cancer-services.org to schedule an appointment to 
prepare your Will.

Write a Will at Cancer Services
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When it comes to your 
legacy, the biggest step 
you can take is the one you 
take today. This October, 
as Lutheran Life Villages 
inches closer to our 100th 
anniversary serving the 
senior population in 
Northeast Indiana, we 
highlight Write a Will Week 
— a reminder that estate 
planning is for everyone, at 
any stage of life. 

A will ensures your wishes are honored, your family is 
protected, and your values endure for generations. We invite 
you to secure your own legacy while helping us write our next 
century of service.

You are never too young to plan ahead. Consider one 
of our employees in her twenties. By proactively creating 
her will and designating a portion of her estate to LLV, she 
proved that tomorrow belongs to those who prepare today. 
Her foresight helps us grow our impact, ensuring we are 
never limited by traditional care models, walls, and roofs, but 
defined by ideas that empower independence, wellness, and 
spiritual life.

For others, planning ahead anchors a lifetime of dedication. 
A long-standing team member recently updated her will. 
Having witnessed our mission firsthand, her forward-thinking 
gift helps LLV serve as an expression of Christ’s love. By taking 
action today, she is investing in sustainability—transforming 
us into a widely valued community asset worthy of the 
community's time, talents, and gifts for generations to come.

Finally, a beloved resident solidified her commitment to 
our future by arranging a legacy gift in her will. Her choice to 
plan ahead helps us solidify our role as the leading nonprofit 
organization that families, professionals, and fellow senior 
organizations seek out for partnerships, advice, and leadership.

After nearly a century of service, LLV continues to grow its 
impact on older adults and their families. Through that, we 
want to assist you in creating or updating the blueprint to 
your legacy. 

We have partnered with local estate-planning attorneys 
who are donating their time to help you create or update a 
simple will during Write a Will Week. See 
details in our advertisement on page 7.

Take advantage of this opportunity to 
plan ahead, protect your loved ones, and 
join us on our journey.



Write a Will� 15

Many people think wills are only for those who have a lot 
of money. That is simply not true. Every adult should have 
a will, no matter their age, income, or net worth. A will helps 
make sure your wishes are known, protects the people 
you love, and can make things much easier for your family 
during a difficult time.

This October, Stillwater Hospice is participating in 
Write a Will Week to help community members take this 
important step. Volunteer attorneys will be available at 
Stillwater Hospice to help individuals create or update a 
simple will. Participants who choose to include a charitable 
bequest to a nonprofit organization can have a basic will 
prepared at no charge. 

A charitable bequest is a gift that is made through your 
will. It allows you to support causes that matter to you 
without affecting your finances today. You can choose to 
leave a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or 
other assets.

For those who choose to include Stillwater Hospice 
in their estate plans, the impact can be felt for years 
to come. As a nonprofit hospice, Stillwater depends on 
community support to provide compassionate care, grief 
services, caregiver support, and other programs for families 
throughout northeast Indiana. Legacy gifts help ensure 
that this care remains available for future generations. 

Donors who remember Stillwater Hospice in their 
wills are also welcomed into Josephine's Society, a 
special group that recognizes individuals who have 
made a commitment to the future of hospice care in our 
community.

If you have been putting off creating a will, now is the 
perfect time to act. Write a Will Week makes the process 
easy and affordable while giving you the opportunity to 
leave a lasting legacy. To schedule an appointment with 
a participating attorney, contact Kaitlin Sanders-Krieger 
at Stillwater Hospice today by calling (260) 435-3252 
or emailing KaitlinSanders-Krieger@stillwater-hospice.
org. Protect your loved ones, honor your wishes, and help 
ensure compassionate care for generations to come.

Leave a Legacy of Compassion 
During Write a Will Week 

START PLANNING NOW

260-399-1436  |   www.ccfnei .org

Grow the legacy your faith inspires.

tailored gift planning  |  endowments  |  donor advised funds

As you write your will,
consider caring for the

Catholic parishes, schools,
and ministries you love,
so faith can be nurtured
for generations to come.
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Join us for Write a Will Week, Oct. 19-21 and take a meaningful step toward securing  
your legacy—while supporting a cause close to your heart.

Local attorneys are volunteering their time to help you create or update a simple will,  
free of charge. In return, you’re invited to consider a charitable gift to Stillwater Hospice.

Including Stillwater Hospice in your will ensures that compassionate care, comfort, and 
guidance continue for families across northeast Indiana—regardless of their ability to pay. 
Every legacy gift helps us provide expert care and grief support when it’s needed most.

For 138 years, Stillwater Hospice has walked alongside individuals and families during  
life’s most difficult moments. Your planned gift helps continue that mission for  
generations to come.

Leave a lasting legacy

5910 Homestead Rd. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46814

Write a Will Week at Stillwater Hospice will take place  
in the Peggy F. Murphy Community Grief Center: Oct. 19-21.  
To learn more or schedule a 30-minute will-writing appointment,  
please email KaitlinSanders-Krieger@Stillwater-Hospice.org or  
call (260) 435-3222. Please note: appointments are limited.

HOSPICE CARE | HOSPICE HOME | PALLIATIVE CARE | GRIEF SUPPORT


